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WHEREAS, Dr. Boraas, who grew up on a Minnesota wheat farm, fell in love with Alaska 

while working on his master’s degree at the University of Alaska Fairbanks and then 

moved to the Kenai Peninsula in 1972; and 

 

WHEREAS, in addition to his teaching career, Dr. Boraas was an avid researcher and 

contributor to numerous books, journals and articles, and was often asked to consult on 

various anthropological projects in Alaska and across the U.S.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Boraas’ research into the culture, history, and archaeology of the people 

of the Cook Inlet region of Alaska, and in particular with the Dena'ina people, is widely 

recognized worldwide, in particular his work to preserve the Dena’ina language; the 

publication of the collected writings of Peter Kalifornsky, who at his death in 1993 was the 

last speaker of the Outer Inlet dialect of Dena’ina; and  

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Boraas 




